MOUNTAIN VIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
December 10, 2023, 10:30 am
Second Sunday in Advent
                                                            
THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome:  Ann Snipes
Welcome to Mountain View United Methodist Church!

We are a BIG PICTURE inclusive congregation of thinking … questioning people.

Big picture inclusiveness means we do not exclude any one class or caste of people, but advocate love and welcoming for all of God’s family.

We don’t care where you are in your spiritual and life journey.  You are welcome to join us. 

Our mission is to love unconditionally … grow spiritually … and serve faithfully through Christ.

Come … love … grow … and serve with us!

Please make sure to sign in in the black attendance book in your row.  We want to include YOU!

Moment for Mission

TO PRAISE AND WORSHIP

Prelude:  “O Holy Night” sung by Josh Groban, performed by the Spirit Signers, directed by Karen Bailey

Call to Worship          
Leader:   The Psalmist laments “Why do the nations so furiously rage together.”
People: 	Our lives are so filled with conflict and division.  We come seeking peace.
Leader:  	True and lasting peace is so elusive.  There is only one who can give us the peace we desire.  His name is . . . 
People: 	JESUS!   He is the Prince of Peace, the one who empowers us to do what Isaiah prophesied and turn our swords into plowshares.  May we this day through our worship and praise find the healing and purpose to begin to make peace with the God of grace and also make peace with our neighbors.    

Hymn of Praise:  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Hymnal # 211 verses 1, 2
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice!   Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice!   Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

“Hark the Herald Angels” Hymnal # 240  verses  1 & 3
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new born King!"

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new born King!"

“Light the Advent Candle” The Faith We Sing # 2090 verse 2
Light the Advent candle, two:
Think of humble shepherds, who
Filled with wonder at the sight
Of the child of Christmas night.
Candle, candle, burning bright,
Shining in the cold winter night,
Candle, candle, burning bright,
Fill our hearts with Christmas light.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath:  The Candle of Peace lit by Lee and Karin Taylor
All:  	We desire peace but too often live in conflict.  We honor our Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and Law Enforcement who have witnessed war and conflict and who protect us.  They live with the hope that everyone can learn to live in peace with one another.  
The God of all grace and love knows how much we desire peace in our lives which is why we light the Candle of Peace for the coming Savior. He shows us the way to peace. May the light of hope and now the light of  peace, shine forth and fill our hearts. May the words of Isaiah become real and lasting:   “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. Amen (Isaiah 11: 6)

Passing of the Peace
Leader:	The peace of Christ be with you.
People:	And also with you,
Response:  “Let There Be Peace on Earth” Hymnal # 431
Children are invited to come forward during this song to join our Children’s time.
Let there be peace on earth,
And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator,
Children all are we.
Let us walk with each other.
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me.
Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, 
Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment
And live each moment.
In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth,
And let it begin with me.

Children’s Time:  Decorating the Chrismon Tree
                                      
TO PRAY AND OFFER OURSELVES

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us, not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
 
Passing of the Offering Plates
This month’s special communion offering is the Alternate Gift Market.
If you would like to make an offering online, see our virtual offertory basket at 
www.mt-viewumc.org. 

Offertory Music:  "Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus" arranged by Arnold B. Sherman, performed by Mountain View Hand Bell Ringers, directed by Hadi Gibbons
 *Congregational Response:  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
 Hymnal # 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 TO PROCLAIM OUR FAITH

Anthem:  “O Come Little Children” arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski, performed by Mountain View Hand Bell Ringers, directed by Hadi Gibbons

The Scripture:  Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ.  As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight,’ ”so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.   And the whole Judean region and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals.   I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
                               
The Message:  “To The Point”                                                                                     

AND GO OUT TO SERVE

*Song:  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” Hymnal # 218 verses 1 & 4
It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.

For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

*Benediction    
                                    
 *Postlude:  “People, Look East” Bruce Gibbons

The Hanging of the Greens 
 
The Morning Christmas Decoration
Last week we introduced the history and meaning of the Advent Wreath made of evergreens. 
Evergreens have long had a strong meaning for Pagans and Christians.   Because evergreens never lose their leaves, Christians would associate them with the gift of God's everlasting life through faith in the Christ child.  That theme of evergreens representing everlasting life in 
Jesus Christ continues with this week's decoration, the beloved Christmas tree.  
Martin Luther is credited with introducing the Christmas tree to Christians and the church but there is evidence to suggest that the Christmas Tree was part of Christmas celebrations especially in Northern Europe.  The story is that  Martin Luther was walking home close to Christmas while the moon was full.  He saw the moonlight glisten on the snow covered trees and thought about how the Wise Men were moved to follow the light of a bright star in the sky that would lead them to the Christ child.  Luther thought taking a tree home would be a wonderful way to teach his children about the Christmas story.   When Luther arrived home , he decorated it with candles.    
Over the years, Christians have added more decoration to the tree to help tell the story of who Jesus is and does.  Each Sunday in Advent, our children will be decorating the Christmas tree with special ornaments called Chrismons.  Each Chrismon highlights a different symbol used by Christians to describe Jesus.  Last week it was the Triqueta or three interweaving circles and the crown.  The week's Chrismons feature the different animals that represent Jesus like the fish and the lamb.  
 
IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
Health Concerns: Those dealing with ongoing health issues including cancer and memory loss, and those recovering from and awaiting surgery.  Prayers for  Richard Smith—father of Mary Hanahan, Michael and Karen Longacre, Ann Anipes, Pastor Jeff Wakeley, James-son-in-law to June Essing, Chris Bennett, Gail Kendrick, Judy Johnson, Lori Arment, Lisa Lied-Jo Lied’s daughter-in-law, Debbie-friend of Wendy Davis, Joan Deanne Trodden, Mike Snipes, Riley-niece of Debbie Martin, Beth Tinsley, Ruth Hoffman, Dan Vogel’s father, Elise Tiedt, Carl Marquardt-father of Eric & Christy Marquardt, Colleen Wakeley, Barb Smith, Joann & Gordon Leaf.
Please advise the church office of updates
Other Prayer Concerns:  Jo Lied’s great grandson, Jeremiah.  Those dealing with tragedy and sadness and the loss of innocent lives.  Please give a special prayer to those dealing with the loss of a loved one.  
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH!
Les and Debbie Dornon
c/o United Mission to Nepal 
(Tansen Hospital)
PO Box 126
Kathmandu, NEPAL     South Asia
lesdebbiedornon@gmail.com 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
	8:45 am	Contemporary Christian Roundtable
	9:00 am	Living Bible
	10:00 am	Blood Pressure in the Narthex
	10:30 am	Children’s Sunday School
	10:30 am	Church Services
	11:30 am	Mission Team
Monday, December 11
	9:00 am	Women’s 2nd Cup of Coffee
Tuesday, December 12
Wednesday, December 13 
Bulletin Information Due
	6:00 pm	Bell Choir Rehearsal
	7:15 pm	Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 14
	10:00 am	Women’s Enrichment 
	4:30 pm	Worship Team
	6:00 pm	Finance Committee Meeting
Friday, December 15
Newsletter Information Due
	7:30 am	Mountain View Men at Grandma’s Kitchen
Saturday, December 16
	9:00 am	Cantata Rehearsal
10:00 am	Emmaus Meeting 
Sunday, December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
	8:45 am	Contemporary Christian Roundtable
	9:00 am	Living Bible
	10:30 am	Children’s Sunday School
	10:30 am	Church Services featuring the Cantata
	11:30 am	Safety Tip Sunday
 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FREE LUNCH!  We have moved our Community Dinner Program to 12:00 noon!  Our menu on December 20 is Irish Roast Beast, Oodles of Noodles and Vegetables, and Custard. Call the office at 719-687-3868 to reserve your place for lunch NOW!
Safety Tip Sunday—December 17 after the Cantata
Bring a Non-Perishable on December 17 to benefit Community Cupboard.   They would be most pleased to see green beans, cream of mushroom soup, jars of gravy, baked beans, and canned fruit.  The Community Cupboard sends their gratitude for our generosity.
Free Blood Pressure Checks—the Congregational Care Team is offering free blood pressure checks in the Narthex before worship on the 2nd Sunday (December 10) of each month!
Strings Christmas Performance—December 17, 2:00 pm—Sanctuary.  Enjoy a large group performance of Christmas music featuring 30 plus string students of Ann Brown.  Free and open to the public.
The Pope’s Forgery – Vatican City is the last remnant of the Papal States, a rich swath of central Italy where popes ruled like kings for a thousand years.  What if it was all based on a lie?  In this 3-week class we chronicle the violent episode in which the popes became temporal rulers.  Taught by Mike Bryant on Mondays, December 4 through December 18, 6-7 pm.  In person and on zoom. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82576747963
Soul Reset presentation January 14 during worship, potluck with a panel to discuss Soul Reset on January 20 (Saturday), and class starts pm January 22.  To register call 719-687-3868 or email mountain.viewumcwp@gmail.com.
 
“O Holy Light,” by Mary McDonald will be performed as Mountain View Chancel Choir’s Christmas Cantata on December 17 at 10:30 am.
 
Blue Christmas Service—Pastor Jeff Wakeley will hold a Blue  Christmas Service on Wednesday, December 20 at 2:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome, but especially those who are missing family and friends.
 
Christmas Eve is Sunday, December 24.  We will have normal Sunday service at 10:30 am and then a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm.  For those 
interested, there will be a Potluck dinner  of chili, vegetable beef soup, and ham 
sandwiches at 5:00 pm.  Let the office know you are coming and what you are 
bringing.  719-687-3868 or mountain.viewumcwp@gmail.com
 
INFORMATION

COMMUNION CHECKS—Make out to Mountain View UMC---note the mission 
charity...“December” Communion: Alternative Gift Market.  Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS—Please call Jo Lied at 719-726-0668 to schedule a date for you to bring flowers to honor someone and then call Sandy Rucker (church secretary) at 719-687-3868 to place in the bulletin for the designated Sunday service.  Please have flowers on the alter by 10:00 am that morning and remove by Wednesday of the 
following week.
RECYCLE PILL BOTTLES—Instead of throwing away your empty pill bottles, pull your label off, wash them in soap and water and put them in the Pill Bottle Box in the 
Narthex.  They will be donated to Matthew 25: Ministries to help improve the health care in hospitals and clinics in developing countries.
We now have a DONATE button on our website:  www.mtviewumc.org! Click on DONATE on the Home page.  Scroll down and click on the blue button and away you go!  Please note that there are costs involved with on-line  donations.  If you use a credit card, there is a 1.5% base Donorbox charge plus a 2.9%+$.30 credit card charge.  If you use checking account information, there is only the 1.5% base Donorbox charge.
Meet Your New Neighbors.  Bring them a gift bag from MVUMC and add your own gift to the bag… of a baked good or kitchen towel or something if you like.  Let our new residents know that they are welcome to be our guests any time here at Mountain View.  Bags are available for you to pick up at the tables and counter in the narthex.  
From Your Car Door to the Church Door.  Our Congregational Carrier is 
available to take you to the Narthex door before and after worship services.   It can 
carry what you use for mobility assistance or we have a wheelchair and walkers 
available too.  Park in the West lot, exit your car and wave down at the driver.
Safe At Home Ministry—We all need a hand sometimes … we need a grab bar 
installed, a ramp put in, batteries changed in our smoke detector, a light bulb changed that we cannot reach, things like this.  If you find yourself in this position, call the church office to get added to the list.  If you have some spare time and can help, call the church office to find out what is on the list!
DAILY PRAYERS
Everyone can use a prayer even when they don’t think they need it.  Please take a 
moment in prayer for these people this week.  These are people who have touched Mountain View at one time or another.  They may or may not be in crisis.  

	Daily Prayers for the Families of 

	December 12, 2023

	Skinner, Richard & Vikki

	December 13, 2023

	Brown, D & Ann, child Carrie

	December 14, 2023

	Davis, John & Wendy

	December 15, 2023

	Hoffman, Michael & Ruth

	December 16, 2023

	Marquardt, Eric & Christi

	December 17, 2023

	Nickelsburg, Max & Marci 
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