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Mountain View’s Vision:  
A future where  
peace is found,  

and God’s love prevails.  

Mountain View’s Mission:  
To love unconditionally,  

grow spiritually,  
and serve faithfully  

through Christ. 
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MOUNTAIN VIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH INFORMATION 
Office Hours 

Monday-Friday     9:00 am—12:30 pm 

Contact 
1101 Rampart Range Road, Woodland Park, CO  80863 

719-687-3868 
mountain.viewumcwp@gmail.com 

Facebook-https://www.facebook.com/RampartRangeWP  

WORSHIP 
Sunday Mornings 10:30 am 

ON-LINE WORSHIP 
YouTube-https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0F41LQaQe1gW5S_4h1VIRg 

Church Council Chairperson  ............ Clarke Becker .............................. cdbjb2@aol.com 
Church Council Vice Chairperson ..... Rob Browning .............................. robert.browning55@gmail.com 
Church Council Secretary .................. Sandy Rucker .............................. mountain.viewumcwp@gmail.com 
Lay Leader ........................................ Clarke Becker .............................. cdbjb2@aol.com 
Pastor ................................................ Jeff Wakeley ................................ mtviewumcpastor@gmail.com 
Adult Educational Ministry  ................ Fred Tinsley ................................. ftinsley@coloradocollege.edu 
Children/Youth Ministry ..................... Marci Nickelsburg ........................ marcinickelsburg@gmail.com 
Congregational Care Ministry  ........... Amy Borchardt ............................. cs6130rn@gmail.com 
Finance Ministry ................................ Clas Thelin................................... chthelin@gmail.com 
- Financial Secretary ...................... Vickie Huffor ................................ vhuffor@msn.com 
- Stewardship Chair ........................ OPEN 
- Treasurer  .................................... Sue Burks and Lynda Morgan ..... mtviewumctreasurer@gmail.com 
Hospitality/Special Events Ministry  ... Patti Metz .................................... metzpatti17@gmail.com 
Integrational Ministry ......................... Angela Thelin............................... angela.thelin512@gmail.com 
Marketing Ministry ............................. Marci Nickelsburg ........................ marcinickelsburg@gmail.com 
Missional Ministry  ............................. Wendy Davis ............................... wendylouzeller@aol.com 
Safety Ministry ................................... Tim Rucker .................................. timrucker@hotmail.com 
Staff Parish Relations  ....................... Jo Lied ......................................... belljopt@cs.com 
Trustees  ........................................... Mack Burks .................................. burksmjack@gmail.com  
  ..................................................... D Brown ....................................... parkstrings6454@gmail.com 
  ..................................................... Rob Browning .............................. robert.browning55@gmail.com 
  ..................................................... Tim Rucker .................................. timrucker@hotmail.com 
  ..................................................... Scott Borchardt ............................ scottb919@yahoo.com 
Worship Ministry  ............................... Ann Snipes .................................. annsnipes@aol.com 

All of the Ministry Teams NEED your help!  If you have an interest in a team, you can contact 
the office at 719-687-3868 or email the contact noted.  Ushers, greeters, and mobile greeters 
are ALWAYS needed.   
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“GO TEAM, GO!” 
We are at the beginning of a New Year.  A year we all hope will be better than the last.  I think if we took the 

time to reflect, we would find a lot about 2023 that was good for us.  But, whether good or bad, it is just part of our 
DNA to hope that the new year will be better than the last one. 

We are also, coincidentally, at the time when the National Football League is beginning its play-off games 
leading up to the biggest game of all, The Super Bowl.  There is a lot of excitement and enthusiasm right now for 
those games which I think is helping us unconsciously to begin this year with more enthusiasm and hope.  We 
are going to need that enthusiasm and hope in 2024.  What’s more, we are going to need the kind of team work 
that it took for each team to make it to the play-offs.      

2024 will be a challenging year for the Church in general and that is because it will be an election year and 
sides will be taken against each other.  People don’t like politics in the church, but the reality is that some politics 
will leak into the life of the church as it has done in the past few years since the  
Pandemic.  The challenge for all of us is to remember that, as the Apostle Paul told the Galatians, “There is nei-
ther Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ  
Jesus.  

Second, this is the year when the General Conference of the United Methodist Church will meet.  You will re-
member that the 2020 Conference was canceled because of Covid.  Attempts to hold it in 2021 and 2022 were 
unsuccessful.  The Conference will take up the issue of the language in the Discipline that is dividing us.  Many 
churches have already disaffiliated in anticipation of what they believe will happen in this year’s  Conference in 
late April.  So get ready to hear more about this in the Spring.    

Third, this will be an important year for Mountain View as we really get going on the Room to Grow  
campaign that we started in the middle of 2023.   It will be important that everyone feels like they are on the same 
team working towards the same goal.  The goal is for our church to grow and thrive and be the place where eve-
ryone, no matter who they are or where they come from, feels like they belong and can grow in their faith.  We 
have been working on an external strategy to draw and invite people into the door and an  
internal strategy to help them and the members to grow in their faith and witness.    

The key point is that in order to do that everyone in the church must be on the same page.   Too often it is left 
up to a group of people leading the way while many stand  back to see what happens and whether they like what 
is going on or not.   It’s like the phenomenon that many Gen X'ers and Baby Boomers are  
experiencing today in being sandwiched between caring for their children and caring for their  
parents.   Churches try to keep the membership happy while trying to reach out to new persons.  It’s not easy to 
do especially if everyone is not on the same page on what to do.       

So 2024 will be a challenge for the church to grow and thrive just as it will be for the NFL teams that are in the 
playoffs to get to the Super Bowl.   We all have to be together and one of the ways we can be together is for eve-
ryone to make the effort to talk to and invite their neighbor to check us out.   We can have the best programs but 
it is that personal contact that makes the biggest difference.  One of things that I heard a lot during this Advent 
and Christmas season are visitors telling me that they came because someone in the church was persistent and 
enthusiastic in inviting them.    

Because of the demographics of the area and the growing reality of people who consider themselves “the 
Nones and Dones,” it is going to be a challenge for us to get people into the door of the church to learn about 
who we are and the God of all grace and love and acceptance is.  Competent and thoughtful  
programs and creating advertising will help, but it will be the personal contact with people that you make that gets 
them in the door.  And after we get them in the door we need to share the goal, the vision of who and what we 
are working towards.  That goal is very simple.  It is Jesus.  

Along with getting people in the door, the bigger challenge this next year will be keeping our eye on Jesus 
amidst all the craziness that will take place out there and divide us and make us take sides against our neigh-
bor.    Jesus, his teachings, his example, and most of all his sacrificial love will need to be our Super Bowl goal if 
we expect this next year to be a success.    

So get ready, put on the pads and cleats.  It time for ALL of us to come together as a team and play the 
game for our coach and savior Jesus Christ.  Go team Go! 
With Grace, Peace and Love, Pastor Jeff  
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Adult Education Ministry 
Monday School Offerings 

Rethinking Church for the Twenty-First Century 
Sam Gould, 5  weeks, 6pm, beginning 1/8/2024 to 2/5/2024  

Are you aware or are you concerned that church attendance and people identifying as Christian 
as a percent of the population has been dwindling since the early 1990’s? In recent years the 
pace has picked up alarmingly, especially among the younger generations. The question is, “after 
current cohorts die off, will there still be a remnant large enough to sustain the Christian church 
as it exists today?” Theologians, pastors, and Christian writers have been anticipating a need for 
change even before the current downslide.  Participants will be asked to read 6 to 8 pages  

weekly from a discussion guide provided by Sam in preparation for the weekly discussions. If you are  
interested in attending this "zoom only" class, let Sandy know or send Sam an email 
at sam.gould1942@gmail.com.  
Zoom 884 5765 6598 only 

Soul Reset  
Clarke Becker, 6 weeks, 2pm, beginning 1/22/2024 to  2/26/2024  

This is the second offering of the study based on the book Soul Reset, Breakdown,  
Breakthrough and the Journey to Wholeness by Junius B. Dotson. This study offers a safe 
place where we can be real about depression,  exhaustion, burnout and grief. In this group, 
we can express our feelings and experiences and find grace, encouragement and  
authentic community. As we follow Pastor Dotson, authenticity, vulnerability and spiritual 
practices will become our path to wholeness.  Participants need to obtain book. 

In Person ONLY 

Inspiring Hymn Stories 
Diane Browning, 6 weeks, 6pm, beginning 2/19/2024 to 3/25/2024  

Each week, the class will study 2-3 traditional hymns and the inspiring true stories behind them. 
We will hear God speak as we explore the historical and theological underpinnings of these 
well-loved hymns and how the writers continue to spiritually connect with us today. 
In Person ONLY 

Christianity in Anglo-Saxon England 
Mike Bryant, 6 weeks, 6pm, beginning 4/8/2024 to 5/13/2024  

Easter is our most important holiday, but you won't find that word in the New Testament—it 
comes from the pagan goddess of fertility, evidence of the Church's strategy for converting 
the barbarians.  In this class we examine both the conversion and how Christianity united the 
Anglo-Saxon tribes when the Vikings tried to conquer Britain.  
In Person and Zoom 828 5381 8270 

Accessing the Holy Spirit; The Prayer of Saint Francis 
Barbara Royal, 7 weeks, 4pm, beginning 4/8/2024 to 5/20/2024  

Using two lines each week from The Prayer of Saint Francis or if you choose, a section from Kent 
Nerburn’s book that illuminates the way of the Spirit found in the Prayer, we will rely on the Holy 
Spirit to show us how we can further bless our lives and world. We will use an ancient form of  
Christian prayer to access the Holy Spirit to help us stay alert to God’s words rather than our own. 
Those who wish can share with the group what has been revealed to them. Who knows, perhaps 
Spirit may be using us to author a book! You can purchase Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace 

by Kent Nerburn, from Amazon. 
In Person and Zoom 838 1605 9558 
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CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ROUNDTABLE is an informal discussion group that meets 

live and on Zoom.   Class meets in the Multi-Purpose Room at 8:30 am on Sunday mornings.  We For more 

information or to participate by Zoom, call Sam Gould at 719-694-3408. 

LIVING BIBLE class  is held at 9:00 am on Sunday morning.  We are continuing with our series 

"Genesis to  Revelation."  We are studying the New Testament with the Gospel according to the Book of 

Mark.  Please join us to explore the Good News of the New Covenant with our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  Please do not hesitate in joining us for this exciting study, join online, by phone, or in person.  For in 

person class, please join us in our church Conference Room (Room 109).   For more information, please  

contact Tim Rucker at timrucker@hotmail.com or 719-689-5510.  Links to join  Living Bible:  Dial-in number 

(US): (701) 791-9045  Pletcher18 Live video feed:  https://fccdl.in/i/pletcher18 

WOMENS ENRICHMENT MINISTRY meets on Thursdays at 10 am in the Conference Room 

(Room 109).  On January 4, they will complete their study of “Why the Nativity?”   Their next study will be a 

several weeks study of “Christ in the Old Testament books of the Bible” which will show Christ is noted in 

every one of the Old Testament books.  Following that will be “The Gifts of Transformation” (The Seven 

Deadly Sins and Lively Virtues) and then “God Never Gives Up on You” by Max Lucado.  Please contact 

Vickie Huffor if you are interested. 

Adult Education Ministry 
Weekly Spiritual Offerings 

CALLING ALL  
LITURGISTS! 

The liturgist begins each Sunday's 
service with the Call to Worship and 
generally reads one of the scriptures 
before returning to the congregation. 
We currently have a few regular  
liturgists, but this position is open to 
anyone who is willing to volunteer.  
The Liturgist Coordinator sends out 
periodic requests for liturgists. You 
choose your Sunday(s). If you are 

interested, please reply 
to loisdauels@aol.com.   The first  
Sunday of the month, a communion 
server also serves as liturgist and is 
scheduled by Marcia Myers 
(mdmyerswp@yahoo.com).  Please let 
us know if  you are interested. 

THANK YOU! 

YOUR READING IS 
APPRECIATED! 



Congregational Care 
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Children’s Sunday School:  Preschool to 5th grade.  Children join in service and after children’s time 
they will leave for upstairs. 
Youth Group:  6th grade thru 12th grade will meet after children’s time in the Youth Room upstairs. 

Children and Youth 

Congregational Care is a prayer focused ministry.  We 
have an email chain that prays for your needs, which 
can be accessed on the website under prayer concerns, 
you can also fill out a blue card in the attendance pad or 
contact a member of the prayer team:  Amy Borchardt, 
Barbara Royal, Sharon Pletcher, June Essing, Marci 
Nickelsburg, Sandy Rucker, or Jo Lied.  If you are going 
through a particularly difficult time, physically,  
mentally, emotionally or spiritually, please allow us to 
pray for you, we can also provide a prayer shawl upon 
request.  Beginning in 2024 we will again offer  
communion to those who cannot attend church and 
would like to receive it monthly.  We will have another in 
person meeting at the church on Monday, January 15th 
at 11 am.  If you are interested in prayer ministry or  
Stephen Ministry please come on the 15th.   



We now have a DONATE 
button on our website:  
www.mt-viewumc.org!  Click 
on DONATE on the Home 

page.  Scroll down and click on the blue button and 
away you go!  Please note that there are costs  
involved with on-line donations.  If you use a credit 
card, there is a 1.5% base Donorbox charge plus 
a  2.9%+$.30 credit card charge.  If you use checking 
account information, there is only the 1.5% base  
Donorbox charge. 
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Pledge 2024 update 

First of all, I would like to thank all of you who have pledged your financial support for the church for 2024. 
Your financial commitment is an important cornerstone for the planning for the coming year and for the  
resources and programs we will be able to afford to carry out our mission in Woodland Park and beyond. 

So far we have received 59 pledges for a total amount of $190,580.  To be compared with 69 pledges and 
$214,809 for 2023. 

If you have not had a chance to pledge, please seriously consider your financial support for Mountain View 
UMC for the coming year. We hope that we will be able reach and even exceed the pledges for 2023. 

In Faith, 
Clas Thelin – Finance Chair 

MVUMC is enrolled in the 
City Market Community  
Rewards Program.  If you 
use a City Market Rewards 
Card (loyalty card) when 
you shop you can sign up!  
Go to CityMarket.com and 
set up an account.  It asks 

for your Reward Card number. After you have the  
account set up, go to My Account and find  
Community Rewards.  Search for KV972 (that’s us!).  

Click enroll and go shop!  From the last period, 
we received $72.84 from 12 households.  For  
additional information please contact Wendy Davis at  
wendylouzeller@aol.com or 719-660-8935. 
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Finance Ministry’s Financial Facts 
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 Hospitality and Special Events 
Ministry 

Carl Marquardt Celebration of Death and  
Resurrection 

For Robert Morgan 

LOST AND FOUND 

We have quite a large collection of 
lost items.  They are currently being 
displayed  on a table and coat rack in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Please take a 
moment to collect what is yours.  
Thank you. 
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The Integration Team is coordinating the Dinner 
Groups.  We did these before COVID and they were 
a lot of fun.  Dinner groups build connections with 
fellow church members.  Meeting over a meal bonds 
people together.  

How it works: 

· Groups will be assigned by the Integration Team 
pairing newer members with longtime  
members.   They will be a group of 6 or 8. 

· Each month a member of the group will host a 
dinner at their home, or you can decide to go out. 

· Host will determine the menu based on the 
group’s dietary restrictions. 

· Host determines with the group the date and time 

DINNER GROUPS 
to meet.  It can be a lunch or a dinner. 

· Host provides the main dish.   If eating out, host 
may pay for apps or dessert. 

· Participants of the group will bring a salad, rolls, 
vegetable, dessert or appetizer. 

Groups are encouraged to change members once a 
year in order to ensure you meet new members. 

We started some groups already but if  
interested,  please email or call Angela Thelin 
at athelin512@gmail.com  or 203-824-2750.  If  
emailing or calling , the information needed is you 
name(s), whether you want to be with singles or  
couples, your phone, email, and whether your  
preference is to Eat In/out, and whether you want a 
group that meets days or nights.  

Integrational Ministry 

Marketing Ministry 

 

I hope you have noticed the update to the sign.  The Sunday 
worship time was moved to the wooden part of the sign to 
stand out and we are having a new “colored” sign changed 
out periodically with a new message.  What moves you?  If 
you have any suggestions for the next sign, let us know! 

We are also working on being more of a facebook presence. 

Changes are happening!  We had a great turnout for both the Cantata and Christmas Eve services.  We 
hope to continue that trend.  Let us know what you think!  Invite your friends and neighbors to come take a 
look. 
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Mission Ministry 

January’s Special 
Communion 

Faithful Hearts Equine Learning Center  strives to 
provide affordable quality therapeutic equine  
assisted activities to achieve physical, social, and 
emotional  goals.  This is done through weekly 
group or private lessons that are  
focused on leadership, relationship, self-
confidence and self-awareness skills.  They work 
on applying these skills and virtues in relating to 
others and relating to horses and their training.  In 
doing so, participants build physical, social, and 
emotional confidence through their horsemanship 
skills and activities. 

2023 COMMUNION OFFERINGS 

Jan - Ronald McDonald House—$747 
Feb - Habitat for Humanity—$1,087 
Mar - Community Cupboard—$692 
Apr - UMCOR—$1,177 
May - LTH Help the Needy—$385 
Jun - Swim Across America—$685 
Jul - Senior Coalition—$642 
Aug - Community Partnership—$540 
Sep - Focus on the Forest—$986 
Oct - World Communion—$360 
Nov - Veteran’s Group—$701 
Dec - Alternative Gift Market 

2024 COMMUNION OFFERINGS 

Jan - Faithful Friends 
Feb -  
Mar -  
Apr -  
May -  
Jun -  
Jul -  
Aug -  
Sep -  
Oct -  
Nov -  
Dec -  
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We all need a hand sometimes  
we need a grab bar installed, 
a ramp put in, batteries 
changed in our smoke  
detector, a light bulb changed 
that we cannot reach … things 
like this. 

· If you find yourself in this position,   
contact the church office to get added to 
the list. 

· If you have some spare time and can 
help, contact the church office to find 
out what is on the list! 

Church Office 
719-687-3868 

mountain.viewumcwp@gmail.com 

Safety Ministry 
Were you aware that there are several people in service every 
week watching for your safety?  They walk you in the door.  
They watch the parking lots.  They look for anything that might 
harm you and they reach to protect you.  They train together.   
They call YOU friend.  All of these efforts are for love. 

Were you also aware that there is a Medical  Emergency Response person 
sitting in service every week?   All of the Safety Ministry are trained in first aid, 
CPR, and the AED.  They are there in case YOU need them! 

 

Safety Tip Sundays are brought to you 
by the Safety Ministry.  They are always looking for 
ways to keep you safe!   And they always welcome your 
suggestions and ideas! 

Safety Tip  
Sunday 
is the  

3rd Sunday  
of the month 

We are always looking for 
more shepherds!  If you 

would like to help watch over 
our flock, contact the office 

and ask for Tim. 
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The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is a standing committee of 
the church. Chief among the SPRC’s duties are the tasks of encouraging, 
strengthening, nurturing, and supporting the pastor and staff while also  
promoting unity within the congregation. The SPRC members (Jo Lied, 
Beth Tinsley, Cheryl Price, Barbara Royal, Mike Bryant, Clarke Becker) are 
always available to receive your suggestions for strengthening the overall 
ministry of our staff and congregation. Please feel free to  share your ideas 
or input.  
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Listen When He Speaks 

New Beginnings 
 

January Scripture Reading 
Day 1:  Ecclesiastes 3:11 

Day 2:  Isaiah 40:31 

Day 3:  Jeremiah 29:11 

Day 4:  Job 8:7 

Day 5:  Philippians 3:13-14 

Day 6:  Isaiah 43:18-19 

Day 7:  Lamentations 3:22-23 

Day 8:  Ephesians 4:22-24 

Day 9:  2 Corinthians 5:17 

Day 10:  Psalm 40:3 

Day 11:  Ezekiel 11:19 

Day 12:  Matthew 26:27-29 

Day 13:  Isaiah 65:17 

Day 14:  Romans 6:4 

Day 15:  Colossians 3:9-10 

Day 16:  Revelation 21:5 

Day 17:  Acts 3:19 

Day 18:  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Day 19:  Ezekiel 36:26 

Day 20:  Isaiah 58:12 

Day 21:  Hebrews 12:1-2 

Day 22:  1 Peter 1:23 

Day 23:  Hebrews 4:16 

Day 24:  Romans 12:2 

Day 25:  Matthew 7:7-8 

Day 26:  John 10:10 

Day 27: Philippians 4:6-7 

Day 28:  Galatians 6:14-16 

Day 29:  Psalm 98:1-3 

Day 30:  1 Peter 1:3 

Day 31:  1 John 2:17 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW MESSENGER                                  Page 15 



MOUNTAIN VIEW MESSENGER                                  Page 16 



January 14 

Safety 
Tip  

Sunday 
January 

21 
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VOICES IN 
PRAYER  

Are ready to receive your prayer 
requests. There is a dedicated 
button on the church’s web site 
for your confidential  prayer   
requests.  The rest is up to God 
and your team members.  A link 
to UpperRoom.org/Prayer Wall 
has also been added for   
additional service on your prayer 
request. Please note this service 
is NOT confidential but you will 
have many more voices praying 
for you if you choose.  Your voice 
will help make our service the 
greatest possible gift to each  
other and the world. 

ALTAR  
FLOWERS 

Please call Jo Lied, 719-726-
0668, to schedule a Sunday to 
put flowers on the altar.  Let 
Sandy know the reason for the 
honor or event and she will place 
in the bulletin for the designated 
Sunday Service. Flowers need to 
be on the altar by 10 am and 
picked up by Wednesday please. 

PRAYER 
SHAWLS 

We have some lovely prayer 
shawls available for those who 
would find comfort in them.  We 
would also gladly accept prayer 
shawls for any who take comfort 
in making them.  Contact Sandy 
at 719-687-3868 if you are  
interested. 

Ou  Congregatio  
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Meet Your New Neighbors With a Gift Bag from 

MVUMC….and from you.  Your new neighbors are 

moving in throughout Teller County all summer 

long.  Meet the new folks in your neighborhoods as 

they arrive and bring them a gift of a nice MVUMC 

reusable tote bag and ink pen, as well as a  

welcome letter and information from the church.  

Add your own gift to the bag… of a baked good or kitchen towel or some-

thing if you like.  Make our new residents know that they are welcome to be 

our guests any time here at Mountain View.  Bags are available for you to 

pick up at the tables and counter in the narthex.   

WINDOW/BUMPER STICKERS—We have 100 

oval window/bumper stickers available for your cars 

with our beautiful MVUMC logo!  These are given at no 

charge and courtesy of your gifts to MVUMC through 

the Invitational Ministry Team.  Be a part of easily 

giving MVUMC another point of visibility in our  

community and maybe sparking conversation and  

interest about it with folks who are curious when they see it.....Please see 

Sue Burks or Carol Goll to pick one up for each of your cars. 

 

PLACE OF WORSHIP 
MOUNTAIN VIEW  

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

This Teller-favorite church 
community holds a mission of 
“Love unconditionally, grow 
spiritually, and serve faithfully 
through Christ.”  Mountain 
View goes beyond a place of 
worship though, also serving 
as a community site for  
community events and  
performance space. 
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BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES   


